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INTRODUCTION


Another year has come and gone. It hurried past and left us all too quickly. Yet, without further consideration or worry about what we accomplished this past year, we already face a new year. It began last night at midnight. We have made numerous new year’s resolutions to change for the better. Although only a few persons can truly change the world, I remind you (as well as myself) that we must try to make a difference where we live. Our text for today is a fairly well-known text. It reminds us how we are to be different from the worldly-minded persons. Let us see what we can learn that will help us be difference-makers.

I.
WE MUST LIVE BY A DIFFERENT SET OF STANDARDS (vv. 7-9).

1.
The bottom line in our spiritual accounting book is different (gain vs. loss).

2.
The wisdom that we seek is different (knowledge of Christ vs. worldly wisdom).

3.
The measure of righteousness is different (righteousness vs. self-righteousness).
Because we live by a different set of standards from the world, we are considered to be very strange and out of touch with reality. The KJV Bible says we are a “peculiar” people in 1 Peter 2:9). However, are we all that different?

II.
WE MUST HAVE A DIFFERENT SET OF DESIRES (vv. 10-11).

1.
The greatest desire is to know Jesus Christ—4 ways of knowing Him.

(1) To NOT know Him
(2) To know OF Him

(3) To know ABOUT Him

(4) To know Him PERSONALLY
2.
We desire to know, or experience, the power of His resurrection.

3.
We desire to know, or participate in, the fellowship of His suffering.

Because we have a different set of desires from the world, we have different priorities in our life—priorities that demand our time, talent, and treasure. Worldly-minded people think we are strange because we think differently than they do.

III.
WE MUST HAVE DIFFERENT CRITERIA FOR SATISFACTION (vv. 12-14).

1. We must forget the past, whether good or bad.

2. We must strive in light of our future, eternal home in heaven.
3. We must press on toward the goal of winning the prize from Christ Himself.

Satisfaction is not achieving fame or acquiring possessions or being successful, although these things can have value for use in God’s Kingdom. However, for God’s people, satisfaction is in faithfulness to God and hearing Him say, “Well done!”

CONCLUSION


As God’s chosen people, we are to be different from people in the world. They ought to see that difference! Do people see the difference that Christ makes in your life? Do they know how much you love Him? Do they see something in you that makes them want to be like you, to have what you have? I am sure that we can all agree today that we need to improve in this area of our lives. Thus, I want to challenge you (and me) to commit to being different from the world in 2012. Live by a different set of standards. Have a different set of desires that motivate you. Have different criteria for finding satisfaction in life. You may not be able to change the world for the better. However, you can make a difference where you live. This year, in 2012, strive to be a difference-maker!

Illustration of Tim Tebow, one who is making a difference

Tim Tebow Mixes Faith and Football with No Apologies

In an article dated December 15, 2011, ARNIE STAPLETON, AP Pro Football Writer, wrote the following about Tim Tebow, quarterback for the Denver Broncos.

The Gospel and the gridiron are inextricably intertwined in Tim Tebow’s world. The scrambling quarterback and devout Christian draws as much scrutiny for mixing faith with football as he does for his unconventional winning ways. He has led his team from 1-4, when he took over as QB, to 8-7, with a chance to reach the playoffs this week after leading several come-from-behind victories. With all eyes on the quirky QB who has led the Denver Broncos’ remarkable resurgence, Tebow isn’t shy about publicly professing his religious beliefs, often ending interviews with a hearty “God Bless!”

And he’s sharing his religious beliefs with his teammates as enthusiastically as he yells the cadence at the line of scrimmage on Sundays.

The scrambler, who sometimes sings hymns as he runs onto the football field to stay calm in crunch time, said he can’t compartmentalize his faith because it’s such an integral part of who he is.

“I like his passion,” Fox said. “I think in today’s world with all that’s going on in sport and our society, I think it’s wonderful.”

Raised by missionary parents, Tebow wore Bible verses on his eye black at Florida and still preaches to villagers in the Philippines and inspires inmates during jailhouse talks.

Chap Clark, a professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, a prominent evangelical school based in California, said Tebow’s unorthodox route to success, after so many predicted he would fail as a quarterback, has set him and his faith apart, even from the many other athletes who talk about their religious principles.

“Tim has this ferocity as a competitor, but it’s still a game to him. He is consistently saying that football is not the center of life,” Clark said. “His great strength is that even people who don’t agree with his faith at all play their best around him.”

You see, Tim Tebow is making a difference on his team, his part of the world. Also, he is making a difference in reaching out to people for Jesus Christ—whether it be at home, at church, on the football field, in the prisons, or on the mission field in the Philippines. That is what we must do also! Make a difference where you live! Strive to be difference-makers!
